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The Emerging Potential in Lebanon
For_Arabic Wael Al Achkar

The aftermath of conflicts often leaves a trail of devastation, but for Lebanon, the war’s subdued
consequences also reveal a unique opportunity for transformation and rebuilding. Despite
significant challenges, the post-war scenario presents avenues for economic revitalization and
social cohesion. Below, we explore key areas that illustrate the potential for recovery and growth.

1. Reallocation of Stores: Employment, Rental Income, and Government
Revenues

One of the noticeable trends was the reallocation of commercial stores. Many businesses have
relocated, creating new employment opportunities in some host areas. These newly opened
branches, will continue to operate in these regions which will tend to increase overall competition
in the long run.

Accordingly, rental income for property owners has surged in these regions. Moreover, these
movements can translate into higher government revenues through the already available fees
associated with new leases and business operations.

2. Increased Local Production: A Shift towards Self-Reliance

The disruptions that the war brought need to incentivized local production. Companies specialized
in home appliances and various furniture, decoration, and sanitary tools can grow to fill the gaps
and reduce the reliance on such imported goods.

This resurgence of domestic manufacturing not only supports economic resilience but also creates
jobs and foster innovation. With proper incentives, such as protecting the local industry, the
government can further incentivize local production, fostering a sustainable and productive
economic model which will take an essential part in the rebuilding process.

3. Streamlining Building Permits: Toward Better Urban Planning
Post-war reconstruction demands swift action, especially in areas severely affected by damages.

Simplifying the process for obtaining building permits, particularly through municipal
coordination, is essential.
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However, speed must not compromise quality or legality. By linking aid distribution to adherence
to building codes and proper documentation, Lebanon can achieve comprehensive urban
improvement. Initiatives like streamlined paperwork, economies of scale through municipal
tenders, and prioritizing local contractors can save time, reduce costs, and improve the overall
urban and rural landscape. Standardized reconstruction, including uniform roofing, exterior
cladding, and sustainable materials, can also enhance Lebanon’s urban aesthetic, especially in
heavy affected areas.

4. Leveraging Technology for Damage Assessment

In order to facilitate assessment and the effective allocation of essential resources, the creation of
an IT system, which may employ Atrtificial Intelligence, for damage documentation is an important
step. A digital platform integrating geo-spatial images, maps, and evaluation reports can expedite
the reconstruction process. Such a system ensures transparency, facilitates resource allocation, and
enables effective monitoring of progress. Moreover, it can provide an efficient and transparent
tools for future developmental projects.

5. Enhancing Public Transportation

For individuals who lost vehicles during the conflict, subsidizing public transportation by up to
50% can provide an immediate support. Expanding available transport lines, which already are
operating in Beirut, to connect regions like the South and Bekaa to major urban centers will
facilitate transportation activity and tend to reduce traffic. This hypothesis, if implemented
effectively, could mark the beginning of a more efficient and environmentally friendly
transportation network in Lebanon, where lacks in the transportations infrastructure are deep.

6. Investing in Agricultural Infrastructure

Agriculture remains a cornerstone of Lebanon’s economy, and its revival is crucial. Infrastructure
improvements for damaged businesses, including updating irrigation systems, improving road
networks, and facilitate agricultural testing, can significantly enhance their productivity and
innovate their damaged businesses.

Moreover, simplifying licensing and offering tailored support for farms can further incentivize
agricultural activity, ensuring food security.

While the war’s consequences in Lebanon are deeply felt, they also pave the way for innovative
recovery solutions. From reallocating commercial spaces and fostering local production to
streamlining reconstruction and investing in agriculture, these subdued consequences highlight the
resilience of Lebanon’s people and the potential for a stronger, more self-reliant future. By
prioritizing effective governance, leveraging technology, and fostering community-driven
initiatives, Lebanon can turn its challenges into opportunities for lasting growth.
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